Jlerkoe pgbiXxaHue

Ha knaabuuwe Hag cBeXen rIMHAHON HacCbINbO CTOUT HOBbLIN KPecT u3 ayba,
KPenkunmn, TsXxesnbln, rnagkumn.

Anpenb, OHW cepble; MaMATHUKK Knaabullia, NpoCTOPHOro, ye34HOoro, eLle AaneKko
BUAHbI CKBO3b I0Jible AEePeBbs, N XON0OHbIA BETEP 3BEHUT N 3BEHUT PapopoBbIM
BEHKOM Yy MOAHOXXWUS KpecTa.

B cambin e KpecT BAesiaH A0BOJIbHO BONbLON, BbINYKAbIN hapdopoBbIi MeaaiboH,
a B MefanboHe — poTorpaduyeckmm NnopTpeT rMMHA3NCTKU C PagoCTHbIMN,
nopasnTesibHO XXNBbIMU ra3aMu.

3710 Onga Mewepckas.

[leBOYKOM OHa HNYEM He BblAesnisnacb B TOJINE KOPUYHEBBLIX TMMHA3NYeCKUX NNaTbUL:
4YTO MOXXHO 6bINI0 CKa3aTb O HEN, KPOMEe TOro, YTO OHa U3 YMCJla XOPOLLUEHbKUX,
boraTbIX N CHACTNMBbLIX AE€BOY€EK, 4TO OHa CNOCOOHa, HO LWanoBNBa U O4YeHb
becne4yHa K TeM HacCTaBJIEHMAM, KOTOPbIE e AenaeT KnaccHaa gama? 3aTeM OHa
CTaNa pacuBeTaTb, pa3BMBaTbCA He MO OHAM, @ N0 YacaM. B YyeTbipHaguaTb neTy
Hee, MPU TOHKOW Taun N CTPOMHBIX HOXXKAX, Y>XKe XOpoLlo 06pncoBbiBaINCL Fpyan U
BCe Te hOopMbl, O4apOBaHNE KOTOPbIX ELle HUKOrga He Bbipa3nio 4YesioBevyeckoe
C/NI0BO; B NATHaALATb OHa CJiblsla yY>XKe KpacaBuuen. Kak TwaTenbHO npuyecbiBainch
HeKoTopble ee NOAPYIrn, KakK YACTONJOTHbI BblN, Kak cneannu 3a CBOUMMU
COEPXXaHHbIMU ABMXeHNsaMn! A oHa HMYero He 6osslaCcb — HUM YEPHWJIbHbIX MATEH Ha
nasblLaX, HN pacKkpacHeBLUerocs nua, HU pacTpenaHHbIX BOJIOC, HM 3aroimBLUEerocs
npu nageHnn Ha bery KoneHa. be3 BCAKUX ee 3ab60T U yCUNNN U KaK-TO HE3aMeTHO
NPULLIIO K HEW BCe TO, 4TO TaK OT/ZIM4aso ee B nocseaHne asa roga 13 Bcemn
F’MMHa3nn, — U3AWEeCTBO, HAPAOAHOCTb, JIOBKOCTb, ACHbIN 6n1ecK rnas... HUKTo He
TaHUeBaN Tak Ha banax, kak Ona Mewepckas, HUKTO He Beran Tak Ha KOHbKax, Kak
OHa, HWN 3a KeM Ha Baslax He yXa>KnuBanunm CTOJIbKO, CKOJIbKO 3@ HEN, N No4YeMy-TO
HMKOro He Nbunnm Tak MNagline Knacchbl, Kak ee. HezaMeTHO CTajla OHa AEBYLUKOWN,
N HEe3aMeTHO YNpoYniacb ee rmMHa3sn4yeckas csaBa, N y)Ke MoLwIn TOJIKK, 4TO OHa
BEeTPEeHa, He MOXKEeT XUTb 6e3 NOKNOHHUKOB, YTO B Hee 6e3yMHO BOOAEeH TMMHa3nCT
LLleHwWwwnH, 410 ByaTOo 6bI 1 OHa ero NbuT, HO Tak N3MeH4YMBa B 0OpaALLEHNN C HUM,
4YTO OH MOKYLUANCA Ha camoybnncTeo.

MocnegHioto ceoto 3umMy Ona Mewepckas COBCEM COLLJIa C yMa OT BeCesibs, Kak
rOBOPUJIN B TMMHa3MKn. 3MMa bblfla CHEXHas, CoOJIHeYHas!, MOPO3Hasi, paHo
OMyCKaJIoCb COJIHLIE 3@ BbICOKMI €/IbHUK CHEXXHOIr0 MMMHA3nYeCcKoro caaa,
HEeN3MEHHO noroxee, siy4ncToe, obeuwlatoliee N Ha 3aBTpa MOPO3 U COJIHLE, FYNsaHbe



Ha CobopHOM ynuue, KaTOK B FOPOACKOM Cafy, PO30Bbi Be4Yep, My3blKy U 3Ty BO BCe
CTOPOHbI CKONb3ALLYIO Ha KaTKe Tosny, B KoTopon Ong Mewepckasa Ka3aslaCb CaMOW
6e33aboTHOW, CaMon cHacTaAmBOn. N BOT ogHakabl, Ha 6onbLON NepemMeHe, Korga
OHa BUXpeM Hocmacb No cOOpHOMY 3asly OT FOHABLUMXCSA 3@ HEN N BNakKeHHOo
BU3>XaBLUMX NEPBOKIACCHUL, ee HeOXUAAHHO No3Basin K HavanbHuUUe. OHa ¢ pa3bery
OCTaHOBWNACh, caesasna TOJIbKO 0AunH rnybokni B3aox, 6bICTPbIM U y)Ke NPUBbIYHbIM
YKEHCKNM OBUXEeHWeM ornpasua BONOChl, AEPHYAa YIrOJIKK NMepeaHnKa K naevyam u,
cusaa rnasamum, nobe)xana Hasepx. HavdanbHMUa@, MOsI0XKaBas, HO cefas, CNOKONHO
cupena C Bsi3aHbeM B pyKax 3@ MUCbMEHHbIM CTOJIOM, NOA LL@PCKUM MOPTPETOM.

— 3apaBcTBYUTE, mademoiselle Mewepckada, — cka3asia oHa No-PppaHLy3CKMN, He
noAgHMMas rnas oT BA3aHbA. — f, K COXXAJIEHNIO, Y>XKE He MepBbIN pa3 NMpUHyXaeHa
npu3biBaTb Bac Cloaa, 4Tobbl rOBOPUTL C BaMU OTHOCUTESIbHO BalLEro rnoBeaeHus.

— 4 cnywato, madame, — oTBeTUNa Mewiepckas, Noaxons K CTosy, rnsas Ha Hee
SICHO N >)KNBO, HO 6e3 BCAKOro Bblpa>keHUs Ha InLE, U Npucena Tak JIerko n
rpauMo3HO, Kak TOJIbKO OHa oAHa yMena.

— CnywaTb Bbl MeHsa ByneTe nsoxo, s, K coxxasieHuto, ybeamnacb B 3ToM, — cKa3asa
HaYaJIbHMLA U, NOTAHYB HATKY U 3aBepPTEB Ha JJAKUPOBAHHOM MoJly KiybokK, Ha
KOTOpPbIN C N060NLITCTBOM NocMoTpesia Mellepckas, noaHsna rnasa. — 4 He byay
NOBTOPSATLCS, He Byy roBOPUTb NPOCTPAHHO, — CKa3asia OHa.

MewepCcKOn 04EeHb HPABUCHA 3TOT HEOOLIKHOBEHHO YNCTbINM U BoNbLLION KabnHeT, Tak
XOpPOLUO AbIWaBLWMA B MOPO3HbIE AHN TernaoM bnecTawen ronslaHakm n CBEXeCTblo
NaHablwen Ha NMCbMeHHOM cTosle. OHa NMocMoTpesia Ha MoJ1I040ro Laps, BO BeCb poCT
HanMCcaHHOro cpean Kakom-To 6amcTaTesIbHOW 3asibl, Ha POBHbLIN MPOBOP B MOJIOYHbIX,
AKKYPaTHO roypupoBaHHbIX BOJIOCAX HaYasibHULbI N BbDKMOATE/IbHO MOJ1Hasa.

— Bbl y)Ke He OeB0oYKa, — MHOr03Ha4YnTeIbHO CKa3asla HavyasibHMLa, BTallHe HavynHasn
pasapa)kaTbCs.

— [a, madame, — MPOCTO, NOYTU Beceno oTeeTuna Mewepckad.

— HO 1" He XeHLWMWHa, — eLlle MHOro3Ha4ynmTeNlbHee cKa3ajla HavdabHuUUa, N ee
MaTOBOe JINLO CJierka 3aaneno. — lpexae Bcero, — 410 3TO 3a npuyecka? 3710
KeHCKaa npuyecka!

— 9 He BMHOBATa, madame, 4TO y MeHsl XopoLune BOJIOCbl, — OTBeTWUIa Mellepckas u
4yTb TPOHYJIa 06enMmn pykamm CBO KpacmBo yOpaHHYo rosiosy.

— AX, BOT Kak, Bbl He BUHOBaThbl! — CKa3afna HaYasbHMUa. — Bbl He BUHOBaThHI B
npu4yecke, He BUHOBaTbI B 3TUX AOPOrnx rpebHax, He BUHOBaTbI, 4TO pasopseTe
CBOUX poguTenen Ha Tydenbkn B ABaauaTtb pybnen! Ho, noBTopsto BaMm, Bbl



COBEPLUEHHO YyrNyCcKaeTe 13 BUay, 4To Bbl MOKa TOJIbKO FTMMHA3UCTKa...
N TyT Mewepckas, He Tepsast NPOCTOTbl U CNOKONCTBUSA, BAPYI BEXIMBO nepebuna ee:

— MpocTnTte, madame, Bbl owmnbaeTech: 1 XXeHuwmnHa. 1 BUHOBaAT B 3TOM — 3HaeTe
KTO? [pyr n cocen nansl, a Baw 6pat Anekcen Mmuxannosmu4y ManoTuH. 3TO
CJIy4MJI0Cb NPOLUJILIM JIETOM B fepeBHe...

A 4yepe3s MecsL, nocJse 3TOro pasropopa Kasadum ouuep, HeKpacuBbIn 1
nnebenckoro snaa, He NMEBLLUNA POBHO HMUYero obuero ¢ TeM KpyromMm, K KOTopomy
npuHagnexasna Ong Meuwepckas, 3acTpennn ee Ha nNaaTgopme BoK3asa, cpeaun
6osbLION TONMNbI HAapoA4a, TO/IbKO 4TO NpubbiBLLEn C noe3aoM. N HeBeposTHOe,
ollenioMmBLLEE HavasbHULY Npu3HaHne Onm Mewepckon CoOBEPLLUEHHO
noaTBepAnIOCh: oduuep 3aasun cygebHomy cnegosaTtento, 4To Melwepckas
3aBJlekNa ero, bbina ¢ HUM 61mn3Ka, Noknanacb 6bITb €ro XXeHou, a Ha BOK3ase, B
AeHb ybnncTea, NpoBoXKas ero B HoBo4YepKacck, BAPYr CKa3ajla eMy, 4TO OHa U He
AyMana HMKorga nobuTb ero, 4To BCE 3TW pa3roBopbl 0 bpake — oaHO ee
n3neBaTeNIbCTBO Hag HUM, N Aasla eMy NMPOYeCcTb Ty CTPAaHUYKY OHEBHUKaA, rae
rOBOpPUJIOCb 0 ManTuHe.

— 9 npobexkan 3Tn CTPOKM U TyT e, Ha NnaTdopme, rae oHa rynsna, nogxuaas,
NMOKa A KOHYYy YNTaTb, BbICTPENU B Hee, — cKa3an opuuep. — HEBHMK 3TOT, BOT OH,
B3r/ISHMTE, 4TO ObIJI0 HAaNWMCaHO B HEM OECATOro MDA NMPOLIIOro roaa.

B AHeBHUKe ObINI0 HAaNMMCaHo crepytoLlee:

«Cenyac BTOPOM YaC HO4YU. § KPenKo 3aCHyJsia, HO TOTYacC Xe NPOoCHyach... HolHYe 4
CTana xeHwwmHown! Nana, MamMa n Tons, BCe yexanu B ropod, 9 ocTasacb oaHa. 4
Oblna Tak cH4acTaMBa, 4TO ogHa! A yTpoM rynsana B cagy, B none, Obina B n1ecy, MHe
Ka3aJioCb, 4TO 5 04Ha BO BCEM MUpe, N A AyMaJla TaK XOPOLIO, KaK HUKOr4a B XXU3HN.
A n obenana ogHa, NOTOM LeNbIA Yac Urpana, nog My3blky y MeHs Bb1s10 Takoe
4YyBCTBO, 4TO 5 byay »ntb 6e3 KoHua 1 byay Tak cHacT/AnBa, Kak HUKTO. MoToM
3acHyna y nanbl B KabuHeTe, a B YeTblpe 4Yaca MeHs pa3byanna KaTts, cka3ana, 4To
npuexan Anekcen Muxamnnosud. 1 eMy o4eHb obpazoBanacb, MHe ObINIO TakK MPUATHO
NMPUHATb €ro n 3aHMMaTb. OH nNpuexasn Ha nape CBOUX BATOK, O4eHb KPACUBbIX, N OHU
BCE BpPEMSA CTOASIN Y KPblJibLiAa, OH OCTasICsA, NOTOMY 4TO 6bln1 A0XKOb, U eMy XOTeNoCh,
4TOObI K BeYepy nNpocoxso. OH xanen, 4To He 3acTa nany, Obl1 04eHb OXXKUBNEH U
nepxan ceba co MHOM KaBaslepoM, MHOIO LUYTWJ1, 4TO OH AaBHO BAOONEH B MeHS.
Korga mbl rynsnu rnepeg 4aem no cagy, boiia onate npenectHasa noroga, CosiHUe
bnecteno 4Yepes BeCb MOKPbIA caf, XOTSA CTaslIo COBCEM XOJIOOHO, U OH BeJ1 MeHs noj,
PYKY 1 roBopui, 41o oH ®aycT ¢ Mapraputon. EMy NnaTbAeCcAT WeCTb JIeT, HO OH eLle
O4YeHb KpacuB 1 BCerga Xxopowo ogeT — MHe He NOHPaBUJI0Cb TOJIbKO, YTO OH
npuexan B KpblylaTKe, — NaxHeT aHrMJIMNCKUM O4EeKOJIOHOM, U IFfla3a COBCEM MoJioAble,



YyepHble, a 6bopoaa N3ALLHO pa3gesieHa Ha ABe AJIMHHbIE YacTW U COBEPLLEHHO
cepebpsaHas. 3a YaeM Mbl CMAENN Ha CTEKJITHHOWM BepaHae, 1 NovYyBCTBOBasa cebs
Kak 6yaTo HE34OPOBOWN 1 NpUAEraa Ha TaxTy, @ OH KypuJl, MOTOM Nepecen Ko MHe,
CTaj1 oNsATb FOBOPUTb Kakune-To Ntobe3HOCTU, MOTOM pacCMaTpMBaTb U LieSIoBaTb MO
PYKY. 9 3aKpblJla MO LWESIKOBbIM MAaTKOM, 1 OH HECKOJIbKO pa3 nouesioBas MeHs B
rybbl Yepes naaTok... 1 He NoOHUMato, Kak 3TO MO0 CAYYNUTbLCSA, A Colla C yMa, A
HMKOrA4a He Aymana, 4To s Takas! Tenepb MHe OAWH BbIXOM... 1 YyBCTBYIO K HEMY
Takoe OTBpaLlEeHNE, YTO HE MOTY NepeXXnTb 3Toro!..»

fopoA4 3a 3TW anpefibCKue OHU CTaN YUCT, CyX, KaMHK ero nobenenu, n No HAM Nerko
N NpUATHO NATU. Ka)kgoe BockpeceHbe, nocne obegHun, no CobopHonm ynuue,
BeOyLlen K Bble3ay U3 ropoaa, HanpaesseTCca MaJieHbKas XKeHLWWHa B Tpaype, B
YepHbIX JJANKOBbIX NepyaTKax, C 30HTUKOM U3 YepHoro gepesa. OHa NepexoaunT Nno
LIOCCe FPSA3HYIo nowanb, rae MHOMr0 3aKOMYEHHbIX KY3HUL, N CBEXO AYyEeT NOJIEBON
BO34YX; AaJiblue, MEXAY MY»XXCKUM MOHACTbIpeEM N ocTporoMm, 6eneet obna4vyHbIn
CKNIOH Heba 1 cepeeT BeCeHHee MnoJsie, a NOTOM, Korga npobepelbcs cpeamn nyx rnog
CTEHOWN MOHACTbIPSA N NOBEPHELLb HaNeBO, YBUAMNLWb KaK 6bl 60sbLION HU3KUIA Cag,
obHeceHHbIN Benon orpagon, Hag BOpoTaMu KOTOPOW HanucaHo YcneHne 6oxxmnen
MaTepu. ManeHbKas XXeHLWHa MesIKO KPeCTUTCA N NPUBbLIYHO UAET NO r1aBHOWN
annee. [lonaa 0o ckambu NpoTtme Ay60OBOro Kpecrta, oHa CMAUT Ha BETPY U Ha
BeCeHHeM xo004e 4Yac, ABa, NoKa COBCEM He 3a356HYyT ee HOorm B Ierknx 6oTnuHKax un
pyKa B y3Kon namnke. Cnywwasa BeCEHHUX NTUL, CNafKOo MOKLWMX U B X004, CayLlas
3BOH BeTpa B haphopoBOM BEHKE, OHa AyMaeT MHOraa, 4To oTaana 6ol NOHKN3HN,
nub 6bl He 6bI10 Nepepn ee rnasaMmy 3TOro MEPTBOrO BEHKA. DTOT BEHOK, 3TOT
byrop, oyboBbin KpecT! BO3MOXXHO /K, 4TO NOA HUM Ta, YbW rnasa Tak 6eccmMepTHO
CUSIOT M3 3TOro BbINyKJ/I0ro hapopoBOro MefasiboHa Ha KpecTe, N Kak COBMEeCTUTb
C 3TUM YUCTbIM B3rna40M TO y>KAaCHOE, YTO coeanHEHO Tenepb ¢ umeHeM Onu
Mewepckon? — Ho B rnybuHe aywmn ManeHbKas XXeHuWmHa cHacTAMBa, Kak BCe
npefaHHble Kakon-HNMbyab CTpacTHOM MeYyTe NIau.



eHwWwwWHa 3Ta — KNaccHaa gama Onm Mewepckon, HeMmonogas AeByLIKa, 4aBHO
KUBYLLAs KAKON-HNOYAb BblAYMKON, 3aMEHSAIOLLEN el AeNCTBUTENbHYIO XXN3Hb.
CnepBa Takown BblayMKomn 6bin ee 6bpaT, 6e4HbIN U HNYEM He 3aMedaTesbHbIN
npanopLinK, — OHa coeanHnna BCO CBOK AyLWY C HUM, C ero byayuwHOCTbIO, KOTopas
rnoyemy-To npeacTtasnsanach en bnecrawen. Korga ero younnm nog MykgeHoMm, oHa
ybexxnana cebs, 4To OHa — naenHasa TpyeHunuya. CmepTb Onn Melwepckon naeHnna
ee HoBOW Me4yTon. Tenepb Ona Mewepckasas — NpeaMeT ee HEOTCTYMHbIX AYM U
4yyBCTB. OHa XO4UT Ha €e MOruay Ka>kabli npasaHuK, No YacaM He CNyCKaeT rna3 ¢
nyboBoro kpecTta, BcnommHaeTt 6negHoe nnydmnko Onn Mewepckon B rpoby, cpenmn
LBETOB — W TO, 4TO OA4HaXXAbl MoAcCAyLana: ogHaXkabl, Ha 60sbLWON NepemMeHe, rynss
no ruMmHasnyeckomy cagy, Ona Mewepckasa dbICTpo, BbICTPO roBopusia CBOEN
nobnumon nogpyre, noaHom, ebicokon CybboTnHoON:

— 4 B O4HON NANMUHOW KHUIre, — Yy HEero MHOro CTapUHHbIX, CMELIHbIX KHUT, —
npoyYsa, Kakas KpacoTa A0J/IKHa ObITb Y XXEHLWWHbI... TaM, MOHUMaeWb, CTO/IbKO
HacKa3aHO, 4TO BCEro He YNOMHULLb: HY, KOHEYHO, YepHble, KUMALWMme CMOJION rnasa,
— en-6ory, Tak N HANMCaHO: KUMNAWME CMONON! — YepHble, KaK HOYb, PeCHULbI,
HEXXHO UrpanLwmmn pymaHel, TOHKUA CTaH, AIMHHee 0ObIKHOBEHHOIO PyKU, —
noHUMaelWb, gJnHHee 0bbIKHOBEHHOIr0o! — MaJsieHbKas HOXKKa, B Mepy bonbLias
rpyab, NPaBUJIbHO OKPYrJIeHHasa NKpa, KOJIEHA LiBETa PaKOBUHbI, MoKaTble njaeyn, — s
MHOroe rnoYTn Han3yCTb Bbly4yusia, Tak BCe 3TO BEPHO! — HO ry1aBHoe, 3Haelb n
4yTo0? — Jlerkoe gbixaHue! A Befb OHO Y MEHS eCTb, — Tbl NOCyLWan, Kak s B34blXato,
— Befb npasaa, ecTb?

Tenepb 3TO Nlerkoe JibIxaHne CHOBa paccessiocb B Mupe, B 3ToM ob6s1a4yHoM Hebe, B
3TOM XOJIOJHOM BECEHHEeM BeTpe.
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