NOHBbIY

Korpa B rybepHckoMm ropoge C. npuesxune »xasnoBasancb Ha CKyKy n ogHoobpasue
>XN3HW, TO MECTHbIE XXNTenn, Kak bbl onpaBabiBasCb, rOBOPUAN, 4TO, HanpoTus, B C.
o4YeHb xopowo, 4To B C. ecTb bubnnoteka, Teatp, Knyb, bbiBatoT 6asnbl, 4TO, HaKoOHeL,
€CTb YMHbI€, UHTEPECHbIE, MPUATHbIE CEMbU, C KOTOPbLIMN MOXXHO 3aBECTU
3HaKOMCTBa. / yKa3biBann Ha ceMblo TYPKUHbLIX KakK Ha CaMyto 06pa30oBaHHY0 U
TaNaHTAMBYIO.

dTa ceMbs XuUna Ha rnaBHom ynuue, sBosne rybepHaTtopa, B cobctseHHOM gome. Cam
TypkuH, iBaH MeTpoBuMY, NONHLIN, Kpacuebin bpoHeT ¢ bakeHaMu, ycTpauBan
nobntenbckmne cnekTaknm ¢ 6,1aroTBOPUTENBLHOK Lesiblo, CaM Urpaa CTapblX
reHepasioB U NpU 3TOM Kallisan o4eHb cMelwHo. OH 3Ha/l MHOro aHeKA0TOoB, Wapag,
NOroBOPOK, NO6UA WYTUTb N OCTPUTL, N BCerpa y Hero 66110 Takoe Bblpa>keHue, 4To
HeNb34 6b1J10 MOHATDL, WYTUT OH UM FOBOPUT Cepbe3Ho. XKeHa ero, Bepa MocngosHa,
xyhouiaBas, MUIOBUAHasA gamMa B pince-nez, nucasna noBecT N poMaHbl 1 OXOTHO
yuTana nx BCJyxX CBOUM roctam. loyb, EKkaTepuHa MiBaHOBHaA, MOoaas OeBYLIKaA,
nrpana Ha posne. OgHMM CNOBOM, Y Ka)K[0ro 4YjeHa ceMbl Bbl1 Kakon-HNMOy b CBOMN
TanaHT. TYPKUHbI NPUHMMaIN FOCTEN pPafyLIHO N NOKa3biBaJM UM CBOW TaslaHThI
BeCeo, C cepaeyHon nNpoctoTon. B nx 60nblLIOM KaMeHHOM goMe OblsI0 MPOCTOPHO U
NeToM NpoxsaagHo, NoJSIOBUHA OKOH BbIXOAW/1a B CTapbl TEHUCTLINA caf, rae BeCHON
rnesin CONOBbW; KOraa B 4OMe CUAENN FOCTU, TO B KYXHe CTy4asin HoOXKaMu, BO ABope
MaxJslo XXapeHbIM IYKOM — 1N 3TO BCSAKUN pa3 npegseLiano obusbHbIN U BKYCHbIN Y>XXUH.

N nokTopy CtapueBy, AMuTputo MIoHbIYy, Korga oH 6bia1 TOIbKO YTO Ha3Ha4veH
3eMCKMM Bpa4voM n nocenwusca B anvxe, B AeBATn BepcTtax oT C., ToXXe rosopuniu,
4YTO €My, KaK NUHTEeNJIMFeHTHOMY YenoBeky, HeobXxoAMMO NO3HAKOMUTBLCSA C
TypKuHbIMN. Kak-To 3MMON Ha yanue ero npencrtasuan isany MetpoBuyy;
rnorosopuuv o rnoroge, o TeaTpe, 0 xosiepe, Nocaenosasio npuriawleHne. BecHon, B
npasgHuUK — 370 6bIN10 Bo3HeceHne, — nocne npmnema 60nbHbLIX, CTapueB oTnpaBuiacs
B ropof, 4Tobbl pa3BsiedybCss HEMHOXKO U KCTaTU KynnTb cebe koe-4To. OH wen
neLwkKoMm, He crnewa (ceBomx nowanen y Hero ewie He 6b110), U BCE BpeMsa Hanesa:

Korpa ewe s He nuna cnes n3 Yyawm boitus...

B ropoae oH noobenan, norynsn B cagy, NOTOM Kak-TO caMo coboii npuLLIo eMy Ha
namMsaTb NpurnaweHme MeaHa NeTpoBuYa, 1 OH PeLLIns CXOANTb K TYPKUHbIM,
NMOCMOTPETb, YTO 3TO 3a JIOAW.

— 34paBCTBYNTE MoOXXanyncrta, — ckasan MieaH NeTpoBuY, BCTpeyas ero Ha KpblibLe.



— OYeHb, 04eHb pafd BMAETb TaKOro NMpPMATHOro rocts. NongemMmTe, 9 NpeacTasBsio Bac
cBoen bnarosepHon. 9 roBopto emy, Bepoyka, — npoaosikan oH, NnpeacraBnas
OOKTOpa XXeHe, — 1 eMy FOBOPIO, YHTO OH HE MMEEeT HNKAKOro pUMCKOro rnpaBsa cCuaeTb
y cebsa B 6onbHMLE, OH OO/IXKEH OTAaBaTb CBOW Aocyr obuiectsy. He npasaa nu,
AyweHbKa?

— CaguTecb 30ecb, — ropopusa Bepa NocudosHa, ca)kas roctsa Bossie cebs. — Bbl
MOXXeTe yxXa>KmBaTb 3@ MHON. Mo My>X peBHUB, 3T0 OTeNso, HO Beib Mbl
nocTapaeMcs BecTu cebs Tak, 4TO OH HMUYEro He 3aMeTuT.

— AX Tbl, UbInka, 6anoBHMLA... — HEXHO npobopmoTan MeaH NeTpoBMY 1 nouesioBan
ee B J106. — Bbl 04eHb KCTaTW NoxkasioBaau, — obpaTunICa OH OMATb K FrOCTHO, — MOS
bnarosepHas Hanucana 60NbLUNHCKUA pOMaH 1 cerofHA dbyaeT YyntaTb ero BCAyX.

— XKaHu4unkK, — cka3ana Bepa NocndoBHa Myxy, — dites que I'on nous donne du thé.

Ctapuesy npencrtasuiv EkatepunHy iBaHOBHY, BOCEMHaOLATUNETHIO OEBYLUKY,
OYeHb NMOXOXKYI0 Ha MaTb, TaKylo XKe XyAOoLulaBylo N MUIOBUAHYIO. Bblpa)keHne y Hee
OblNO elle 4eTCKoe 1 Tansa TOHKas, HeXXHas; N eBCTBEHHASA, Y)XKe pa3BuTas rpyab,
Kpacmeas, 340poBas, roBopusia 0 BeCHe, HacTosALen BecHe. [NoToM nuaun Yam ¢
BapeHbeM, C MeflOM, C KOH(peTaMn U C 04eHb BKYCHbIMU NMeYeHbAMUN, KOTOpble Tasmn
BO pTy. C HacTynseHneM Be4vyepa Masio-nomMany CXo4AUNCb NOCTU, U K KaXK4OMY U3
HUx NeaH MeTpoBun4 obpallan CBOM CMeLWMECs rna3a n roBopu:

— 34paBCTBYNTE NOXanyncTa.

NMoToM BCe CMAesnn B FOCTUHOW, C 04EHb CEPbE3HbIMU Nnuamun, n Bepa NMocndgoBHa
ynTana ceonm poMaH. OHa Havana Tak: «Mopo3 kpenyan...» OKHa 6bln OTBOPEHDI
HaCTe»Xb, CAbILLHO 6bIN0, KaK Ha KyXHe CTy4asin HOXKaMun, N OHOCUIICS 3anax
>KapeHoro nyka... B Markumx, rnybokunx kpecnax 61710 MOKONHO, OFHU MUraan Tak
NTACKOBO B CyMepKaXx NOCTUHOW; U Ternepb, B JIETHUN BeYep, Korga gonetanu C yamubl
rosioca, CMex 1 noTArmBaso co ABOpPa CUPEHbIO, TPYAHO OblN0 NOHATHL, KakK 3TO
Kpenyas MOpO03 N KakK 3aX0AMBLLEE COJIHLE OCBeLLano CBOMMUN XOSIOAHLIMU Ny4aMu
CHEeXXHY0 paBHUHY N NYTHUKA, OANHOKO LwWeawero no gopore; Bepa NocugoBHa
yuTana o0 TOM, Kak Mosioflas, KpacuBas rpaduHsa ycTtpaneana y ceba B nepeBHe
LWKObI, 6ONbHULULI, BUBAMOTEKN N KaK OHa Nontobuna CTPaHCTBYIOLLEro XyA0XKHUKA,
— YnTana 0 TOM, Yero HUKoraa He bbiBaeT B XU3HU, U BCE-TaKN CyLaTb ObII0
NPUATHO, YA06HO, 1N B rOJIOBY UM BCE TaKMe XOPOLUNE, MOKOMHbIE MbIC/IN, — HE
XOTeNoCb BCTaBaTh.

— HepnypcCTBEHHO... — TUXO0 nporosopwn ViBaH lNeTpoBuy.

A oanH n3 rocrten, cnywasa n yHOCACb MbICIAMU KYyda-TO O4eHb, O4e€Hb OaJleKo,



CKa3aJl e4Ba CJIbILLIHO:
— [a... 0eNCTBUTENbHO...

Mpowen 4ac, apyroun. B ropoackom cagly No CoCeACcTBY Urpas OpKecTp MU nen xop
neceHHMKoB. Korga Bepa NocndgoBHa 3akpbliia CBOIO TeTpadb, TO MUHYT MNATb
MONYaNM N cnywanmn «JIy4nHYLKY», KOTOPYIO Nen Xop, U 3Ta NecHsa nepegasana To,
4yero He 6b1J10 B pOMaHe 1 4TO OblBaeT B XXU3HW.

— Bbl neyaTaeTe cBOM Npomn3BeaeHNs B XXypHanax? — cnpocun y Bepbl NocngoBHbI
Ctapues.

— HeT, — oTBeYasa oHa, — s HUr e He nevyaTato. Hanuwy n cnpsyy y cebs B wkany.
Ins yero nevyataTb? — NosiICHWUMA OHa. — Beab Mbl UMeeM cpencTBa.

N BCe no4emMy-TO B3OOXHYN.
— A Tenepb Tbl, KOTUK, Cbirpan 4To-HMbyab, — cka3zan MeaH MeTpoBu4 go4epw.

MooHANN Yy POSANSA KPbILWKY, PAaCKPbIJIN HOThI, JIeXXaBLUNe y)XKe Harotose. EKkaTepuHa
iBaHOBHa cena 1 obenmu pykamm yaapuia no KaaBuLlam; U NoTOM TOTHaC XKe onsaTb
yhapwuia n3o BCen CUMbl, N ONATb, U OMATb; NJIe4YN N rpyab y Hee CoApOorasnchb, OHa
yrnpsamo ygapsJsa BCE No OHOMY MeCTYy, N Ka3aJloCb, YTO OHa He rnepecTaHeT, Noka He
BOObeT KnaBuLen BHYTPb poans. FoCTUHaa HanoaHWAAack TPOMOM; rpeMersio BCE: n
noJs, u NoToNokK, n mebenb... EkKaTepnHa iIBaHOBHa urpana TpyAHbIA Naccax,
WHTEepeCHbIN NMEHHO CBOEl0 TPYAHOCTbIO, AJIMHHbLIA U 0aHO06pa3HbIn, n CTapues,
cnywas, pucosan cebe, Kak C BbICOKOW ropbl CbIMIOTCA KaMHU, CbINIOTCA U BCE
CbINJIIOTCA, N €My XOTesI0Cb, YTOObI OHM NOCKOopee nepecTanun CbiNaTbCs, U B TO Xe
Bpemsa EkaTepuHa IBaHOBHa, po30Bas OT HaMps>XeHUs, CUJbHas, s3HepruyHas,
JIOKOHOM, yrnaBLUMM Ha /100, o4eHb HpaBuiacb eMy. llocne 3uMbl, NPOBEAEHHOWN B
Oannxe, cpean 60NbHBLIX 1 MY>XXUKOB, CMAETb B FOCTUHOW, CMOTPETb Ha 3TO MOJIOA0E,
N35LLHOE N, BEPOSATHO, YNCTOE CYLEeCTBO U C/lyWwaThb 3TN WWYMHble, Hagoea/InBble, HO
BCE Xe KyJIbTYpHble€ 3BYKW, — BbIJI0 TakK NPUATHO, Tak HOBO...

— Hy, KoTuK, ceronHsa Tbl Urpana, Kak HUMKorga, — ckasaJs MeaH lNeTposBuny co
c/lesaMu Ha rsiasax, Kkorga ero Ao4b KOH4uaa u BCctana. — Ympu, [leHuc, nyywe He
Hanulwellb.

Bce okpyxunm ee, no3apaBnsaamn, U3yMAsanCb, yBepssn, YTO AABHO y)Xe He CJibiXxanun
TakKoWM My3blKW, @ OHa C/lywaJla Mos4va, YyTb ynblbascb, U Ha BCcen ee urype 6b1s10
HannucaHo TOP>XEeCTBO.

— lpekpacHo! npeBocxogHo!



— MpekpacHo!— cka3an n Ctapues, NnogaaBasfAcb obuiemMy yBneyeHunto. — Bbl roe
YYUIINCb MYy3blKe? — cnpocun oH y EKaTepuHbl IBaHOBHbLI. — B KOHCepBaTopumn?

— HeT, B KOHCepBaTOpPUIO 5 eLle TOSIbKO cobnpatoChb, a Moka y4ynnacb 34ecb, y Magam
3aBJIOBCKOMN.

— Bbl KOHYMAN KYPC B 3A4ELUHEN FTMMHA3NN?

— O HeT! — oTBeTwWa 3a Hee Bepa NocngosHa. — Mbl npurnawanm yymtenen Ha
AOM, B TMUMHA3UN XXe UAN B UHCTUTYTE, COrlacuTechb, Moram 6biTb AYypPHbIE BANSAHUS;
NMoKa AeBYyLlIKa pacTeT, OHa A0JKHa HaXxoAUTbCA Mo BAUAHUEM O4HOWN TOJIbKO
MaTepu.

— A BCe-Taku B KOHCepBaToOpuio 4 noeny, — cKka3sana EkaTtepuHa lIBaHOBHa.
— HeT, KoTuk nobut cBoto MaMy. KOTUK He CTaHeT orop4aTb nany u Mmamy.

— HeT, noepny! lNoepny! — cka3ana EkaTepuHa MIBaHOBHa, WYTA N KanpusHM4as, m
TOMHYJ1a HOXKOW.

A 3a y>XUHOM Yy>xe MBaH NeTpoBnY Noka3biBas CBOU TaNaHTbl. OH, CMesACb OAHUMWU
TONIbKO r71a3aMu, pacckasbiBasl aHEKAOTbI, OCTPWUA, NMpeasiaran CMeLUHbIe 3a4a4uM 1
CaM »Xe pellan ux n BCé BpemMs roBopu Ha CBOEM HeobbIKHOBEHHOM S13bIKE,
BblpabOTaHHOM AONTUMU YNPAXKHEHUSMU B OCTPOYMUU U, O4EBUAHO, OABHO YyXe
BOLUEALLIEM Y HEro B NPMBbIYKY: GONbLUMHCKUA, HEQYPCTBEHHO, MOKOPYMIO BacC
6narogapto...

Ho 3To 6bis10 He BCE. Korga rocTu, CbiTbie N AOBOJIbHbIE, TONMUANCH B rlepe,uHe|7|,
pa36|/|paﬂ CBOWM ManbTo N TPOCTUN, OKOJIO HNX CYyeTunncCs naken MaBnyLwa, nnun, Kak ero
3Basin 34ecb, [aBa, Masib4YnK fieT YeTblpHagLUaTHK, CTpI/I)KeHbII7I, C NOJIHbIMU LW eKaMu.

— A Hy-Ka, lNMaBa, nsobpasn! — ckasan emy MBaH lNeTpoBny.

MaBa cTan B N0o3y, NOAHAN BBEPX PYKY N MPOroBOpu Tparn4eCKmM TOHOM:
— YMpu, Hec4HacTHas!

N BCce 3axoxoTanu.

«3aHATHO», — nogyMman Ctapues, BbIXOAA Ha yauuy.

OH 3awen eule B pecTopaH 1 BbINWJ NMBa, NOTOM OTMPaBUIICA NELIKOM K cebe B
Oanux. LLlen oH n BClO Aopory Hanesan:



TBOW ronoc Ansa MeHs, N JTaCKOBbIA, N TOMHBbIN...

Mponas OeBATb BEPCT M MNOTOM JIOXKACb CNaTb, OH HE YyBCTBOBAJ1 HN ManenLen
yCTasioCTu, @ HAaNPOTUB, EMY Ka3aJl0Cb, YTO OH C YAOBO/ILCTBMEM npolien bbl ewe
BEpCT ABagLaThb.

«HeLypCTBEHHO...» — BCMNOMHWJ OH, 3acblMad, n 3acMeAncs.

CtapueB BCé cobupancs K TYpKUHbIM, HO B 6oibHULLE OblJ1I0 04eHb MHOIMo paboTel, n
OH HUKaK He Mor BbibpaTb cBOH6OAHOrO Yaca. NMpowno bonblwe roga Takmm obpasom B
TpyZax n 0gNHO4YeCTBe; HO BOT U3 ropoga npuHeCIn NnMcbMo B ronybom KoHBepTe...

Bepa MlocnugoBHa O0aBHO y>Xe cTpagaslia MUrPeHbio, HO B MocjsiegqHee BpeMs, Koraa
KoTnK Ka>kablh AeHb nyrana, 4To yedeT B KOHCEpBATOPUIO, MPpUNaakn ctanam
MOBTOPATLCA BCE Yawie. Y TypKuHbIX nepebbiBann BCe ropoacKme Bpayu; gownia
HaKoHeLl, o4Yyepenb N 00 3eMCcKoro. Bepa NocndgoBHa Hanucasia emMy TporatesibHoe
NMMCbMO, B KOTOPOM MpOCUia ero npmexaTtb n obneryntb ee cTtpagaHmsa. Ctapues
npuexan n nocse 3Toro ctan bbiBaTb Y TYPKUHbIX 4YaCTO, 04E€Hb 4YacTo... OH B caMOM
nene HEMHO>XXKO rnomMmor Bepe NocngoBHe, 1 OHa BCEM IFOCTAM y>Ke roBopusa, 4To 3TO
HeOobbIKHOBEHHbIN, YyAUBUTENbHLIN AOKTOP. HO e3ann oH K TYPKUHBbIM y)Xe He paaun ee
MUFPEHMN...

Mpa3gHnYHbIN geHb. EKaTepuHa MIBaHOBHa KOH4YMa CBOW OJIMHHbIE, TOMUTESIbHbIE
3K3epcucobl Ha posane. NNoTomMm JoAro cngenn B CToN0BOM U Nnnuv 4an, n NeaH lMNMeTposuny
paccKasbiBas YTO-TO CMeLHoe. HO BOT 3BOHOK; HY>XHO 6b1J10 nATW B NepeaHior
BCTpe4YaTb Kakoro-To rocts; CTtapueB BOCMNOJ/Ib30BaJsICA MUHYTOW 3aMellaTeNbCTBa U
cKka3an EkaTepuHe IBaHOBHE WENOTOM, CUJIbHO BOJIHYACH:

— Papgwn 6ora, ymonsto Bac, He My4anTe MeHs, nongemTe B cag!

OHa no)xana naedamu, Kak 6ol HedgoyMeBad U He NMOHMMaA, 4HTO eMy HY>KHO OT Hee, HO
BCTajla 1 nowina.

— Bbl N0 Tpu, No YeTbipe Yaca UrpaeTe Ha possie, — roBoOpu OH, Nas 3a Hen, —
MOTOM CMauUTe C MaMoW, N HET HUKaKOW BO3MOXXHOCTU norosopmnTb C BaMW. HanTe
MHe XOTb 4eTBepTb YacCa, YMOJIAIO BacC.

Mpnbnnxanacb 0CeHb, N B CTapoM cagy 6bis10 TUXO, FPYCTHO U Ha aJilesix nexxanm
TEMHbIe NNCTbA. Y)Ke paHO CMepKanoch.

— 9 He Buaen Bac uenyt Hegento, — npogosnkan Ctapues, — a ecan 6bl Bbl 3HANN,
Kakoe 3To cTpafaHue! CagemTe. BbicsylanTte MeHs.



Y o6oux 6bin10 NtobmMoe MecTo B cafy: CKaMbs NO4 CTapbIM LUNPOKUM KJ1IeHOM. U
Tenepb Cesn Ha 3Ty CKaMblo.

— Y10 BaM yrogHo? — cnpocuna EkaTtepuHa MiBaHOBHa CyXx0, 4e/10BbIM TOHOM.

— ¢4 He BUOen Bac Leny Hejesto, g He CAbllan Bac Tak 40Jro. 1 CTpacTHO Xou4y, A
XKaXkKAy Ballero rosoca. [osopuTe.

OHa BOCXULLaa ero CBOEK CBEXECTbIO, HAUBHbLIM BblPpa>keHUeM a3 u wek. [laxe B
TOM, KaK CMAEeN0 Ha Hel NnaTbe, OH BUAen YTo-ToO HeObbIKHOBEHHO MUOe,
TporaTtesnbHOE CBOEN NPOCTOTON U HAUBHOW rpaumen. N B To xe BpeMs, HECMOTPS Ha
3Ty HAUBHOCTb, OHa Ka3aJjlaCb €My O4€Hb YMHOMN N pa3BUTON He No netam. C Hen OH
MOl FOBOPUTbL O NnTepaType, 06 NCKYyCcCTBe, 0 4YEM YrOAHO, MOl »XXaJZlIoBaTbCs €M Ha
YXWU3Hb, Ha Nt0eN, XOTS BO BPEMS CEPbE3HOr0 pa3roBopa, C/ly4asioCb, OHa BAPYT
HEeKCTaTn Ha4dynHaNa cMesaTbCcs unm yberana B oM. OHa, Kak No4Tn BCce C—ue
OEeBYLWKN, MHOro 4YnuTana (Boobuie e B C. YnTannm 04eHb Masio, N B 3O0ELUHEN
bnbnnoTteke Tak 1 roBOpuan, 4To ecnm bbl HE AEBYLLKN N HE MOJI0Able EBPEN, TO XOTb
3aKpblBan 6ubnmnoTeky); 3To beckoHe4yHO HpaBuaocb CTapLeBy, OH C BOJIHEHUEM
crnpawmnBan y Hee BCAKUN pa3, 0 YEM OHa YMTasla B NocsegHne aHu, N, o4apoBaHHbIN,
c/ywarn, Korga oHa pacckasbiBana.

— Y710 Bbl YNTANN Ha 3TOW Hepesne, Noka Mbl HE BUAENNCH? — CNPOCUS OH Tenepb. —
[oBOpUTE, NpoLly Bac.

— 9 yuTtana lNucemckoro.
— Y70 nmeHHo?

— «TbICAYa ayw», — oTBeTUNa KOTUK. — A KakK CMeLLHO 3Basn Nucemckoro: Anekcen
deopnnakTbly!

— Kyna e Bbl? — y>acHyncsa CTapueB, Korga oHa BAPYr BCTajla 1 nowsa K AoMy. —
MHe HeobxoaMMO NOroBOpUTb C BaMU, 1 A0/IKEH 00bACHUTLCA... [TobyabTe CoO MHOM
XO0Tb MNATb MUHYT! 3aksnHato Bac!

OHa oCTaHOBUaCb, Kak Obl XKenas YTo-TO CKa3aTb, MOTOM HENOBKO CyHyJla eMy B
PYKY 3anucky un rnobexkasna B 4OM, U TaM ONATb Cena 3a posJib.

«CerogHs, B oAMHHaAUaTb YacoB Beyepa, — npoyen CtapuesB, — byabTe Ha
Knagbuuie Bosne NnamMAaTHMKA OeMeTTus.



«Hy, y>K 3TO COBCEM He YMHO, — noAayMan OoH, npuasa B cebs. — Mpu 4yem TyT
kKnagbuwe? Ons yero?»

bbis1o ACHO: KOTUK gypadnnacb. KoMy, B caMOM fesie, NpuaeT Cepbe3HO B F0JIOBYy
Ha3HavyaTb CBMAAHME HOYbIO, AANIEKO 3a ropoaoM, Ha Knaabuule, Korga 3To Nerko
MOXXHO YCTPOUTb Ha yauue, B ropoackoMm cagy? U K nmuy num emy, 3eMCKOMY OOKTOpPY,
YMHOMY, CO/IMAHOMY YesI0BEeKY, B34blXaTb, MOJy4aTb 3aMMCOYKM, TaCKaTbCA MO
knagbuwam, genaTtb rynocTn, Ha4 KOTOPbIMU CMEITCS Tenepb Aake N’MMHa3uncTbI?
K 4eMy noBefeT 3TOT poMaH? YTO CKa)KyT TOBapuLlu, Korga y3sHatoT? Tak gyman
Ctapues, bpoasa B knybe okKon0 CTON0B, a B NOJIOBMHE OANHHAALATOro BAPYr B35/ U
rnoexan Ha Knagbuuie.

Y Hero y>e bblnia cBoA Napa siowanen n kydep lNMaHtenenMoH B 6apxaTHON XuneTke.
CseTuna nyHa. bbino Tnxo, Tenno, HoO TeNa0 NO-0CeHHeMy. B npegmecTbe, 0KOJ10
6oeH, BbiIn cobakun. CTapueB oCTaBu flowafen Ha Kpato ropoga, B O4AHOM U3
nepeyJsikos, a caM rnowlesn Ha Knagbuvuie newkom. «Y BCAKOro CBOM CTPAHHOCTU, —
AyMasn oH. — KOTUK TOXKe CTpaHHas U — KTO 3HaeT? — OblTb MOXXET, OHa He LWYTUT,
npunaeT», — 1 OH oTAasca 3Ton cabon, NycTon Hagexxae, n OHa OMnMbsHWIA ero.

C nonBepcTbl OH Npowen noseM. Knagbuuwe obo3Havyanocb Boaam TeMHOW NOSIOCON,
KakK siec unu bonblion capg. NMokasanacb orpaga n3 6enoro KkaMmHs, sopoTa... Mpn
JIYHHOM CBeTe Ha BOPOTax MOXHO Ob1/10 NpoyecTb: «[pAageT Yyac B OHb Xe...» CTapues
BOLLEN B KaJINTKY, N NepBoe, 4TO OH yBuAes, 3TO benble KpecCTbl U MaMATHUKK 1o obe
CTOPOHbI LUNPOKOW aJisIen N YepHble TEHU OT HUX U OT TOMNOJIer; U KPYroM Jasieko
61710 BUAHO Benoe n YepHoe, U COHHbIE AepeBbs CKJIOHAIN CBOW BETBU Haf benbiMm.
Ka3anocb, 4TO 34echb OblN0 cBeTNen, 4eM B NoJie; INCTbS KJIEHOB, MOX0OXXUe Ha Nanbl,
Pe3KO BblAENANNCE Ha XKEeNITOM MNecKe asuyien U Ha nNanTax, M HaAnMCcKU Ha NaMaTHUKax
Ob1n ACHbLI. Ha nepBbix nopax CTapueBa Nopa3nso To, YTO OH BUAEN Ternepb NepBbIN
pa3 B XXW3HW U 4ero, BEpoATHO, BoibLUe y)Ke He CYYUTCA BUAETb: MUP, HE NMOXOXNI
HW Ha 4TO Apyroe, — MUP, roe Tak XopoLl U MAMOK JIYHHbIA CBET, TOYHO 34eCb ero
KoJsblbesib, rge HeT XU3HU, HET U HEeT, HO B Ka)KAOM TEMHOM TOMOJIe, B Ka)K40MN
MOrusie YyBCTBYeTCHA NPUCYTCTBUE TalHbl, obelarowen XXn3Hb TUXYIO, MPEKPACHYIO,
BeYHyto. OT NAnT N yBAALWMNX LLBETOB, BMeCTe C OCeHHUM 3arnaxoM JINCTbEB, BeeT
npoLleHnemMm, rnevyanblo U NOKoeM.

Kpyrom 6e3morneue; B rnybokoM cMupeHum ¢ Heba cMoTpenu 3Be3fbl, U Waru
CTapLeBa pa3fiaBajiMCb Tak PE3KO M HEKCTATU.  TONbKO Koraa B LLePKBU CTann 6MTb
4acbkl 1 OH Boobpa3uns camoro cebst MepTBbIM, 3apPbITbIM 3[1€Cb HABEKMW, TO EMY
NMoKa3asnocCb, YTO KTO-TO CMOTPUT Ha HEro, U OH Ha MUHYTY MoAyMaJl, YTO 3TO He
MOKOW 1 He TULLWHA, a rNlyxasl ToCKa HebbITKs, NogaB/eHHOe OTHasiHME. ..



NMamMATHUK [leMeTTn B BUAe YaCOBHU, C aHresioM HaBepxy; korga-to B C. 6bina
npoe3nom uTasbssHCKas orepa, oJHa U3 NeBuL, YMepsa, ee NOXOPOHWUAN 1 NOCTaBUIN
3TOT NAaMATHUK. B ropoae y>ke HUKTO HE MOMHWJT O HEW, HO JlaMNakKa Hajd BXO40M
oTparkasia JIYHHbI CBET W, Ka3aJsoCb, ropena.

Hukoro He 6b1s10. [la U KTO NnonaeT ctofa B noaHo4Ys? Ho CTapueB »xaa, U, TOYHO
JIYHHbI CBET NOAOrpeBal B HEM CTPACTb, XXAaJl CTPACTHO N pUCOBaJ1 B BOOBparkeHnn
nouenyu, 06baTns. OH Nnocuaen oKos0 NaMATHMKA C noJsiYaca, NOTOM MpoLlencs no
OOKOBbIM ansiesaMm, CO LWAANON B PyKe, MOOXWUAAA 1 AyMas O TOM, CKOJIbKO 34€eChb, B
3TUX MOrmnaax, 3apbiTO XXEHLINH N AEBYLUEK, KOTOpble Obl/IN KpaCuBHlI,
o4YyapoBaTe/bHbl, KOTOpPblie Nbunn, cropasam No HoYaM CTPaCTblO, OTAABASACh JlacKe.
Kak B CYLLHOCTN HEXOPOLLO LWWYTUT HaZ YeJIOBEKOM MaTb-NMpupoaa, Kak obuagHo
co3HaBaTb 3T0! CTapueB AyMas Tak, N B TO XKe BPEMS eMY XOTEJI0Cb 3aKpu4iaTb, 4TO
OH XO0YeT, YTO OH XAeT NtobBM BO 4TO 6bl TO HM CTano; Neped HUM benenn yxe He
KYCKWN MpaMopa, a NMpeKkpacHble Tena, oH Bunaen opMbl, KOTOpbie CTbIAJINBO
NPATaANCb B TEHN OEpeBbEB, OLLYLLIAA TEMnao, 1 3TO TOMJIEHNe CTaHOBUJI0Cb
TAFOCTHbIM...

N To4yHO onycTUANCA 3aHaBec, siyHa yuwisia noa obnaka, n BApPYr BCE NOTEMHENO
kKpyrom. CTapueB eaBa Hallen BoOpoTa, — Y>e 6blJI0 TEMHO, Kak B OCEHHIO HOYb, —
NOTOM Yaca rnontopa 6poann, oTbICKMBas Nepeynok, raoe ocTaBu CBOMX siollanen.

— 9 ycTan, egBa Aep>XyCb Ha HOrax, — CKa3aj OH [MaHTenenmMoHny.
N, capack C Hacna)xaeHnem B KOJISICKY, OH moayMal:
«OX, He Hapo 6bl NonHeTb!»

Ha gpyron geHb Be4epoM OH noexan K TYpKMHbIM genaTtb npegsoxeHune. Ho ato
OKa3asiocb HeyaobHbIM, Tak Kak EKkaTepuHy IBaHOBHY B €e KOMHaTe npuyecbiBas
napukMmaxep. OHa cobupanacb B kKNy6 Ha TaHLEBa/IbHbIN BeYep.

Mpuwocb oNATL 400 CUOETh B CTOJIOBOM N NMUTb YaW. NBaH MeTpoBwWY, BUOA, 4TO
roCTb 3aQyM4nUB N CKYHa€ET, BblIHYJ1 U3 XXNNETHOIO KapMaHa 3alfimCo4kun, rnpo4yern
cMelwHoe NMMcbMo HeMUa-yrnpasadaloLlero o TomM, Kak B UMeHUN NCNOPTUJINCL BCe
3annpaTtesibCTBa U obBannaacb 3aCTEHYNBOCTb.

«A NpnaaHoro oHW gaayT, OO0JIKHO ObiTb, HEMano», — gyman CTapues, pacCessHHO
cnyLias.



NMocne 6eCCOHHOM HOYM OH HAaxoAuUJCS B COCTOSAHUW OLLIENIOMIEHNS, TOYHO €ro onounaun
4eM-TO CNladKUM 1 yCbinnawwnMm, Ha AyLle 6bis0 TYMaHHO, HO PaOdoCTHO, TerJio, N B
TO XXe BpeM4d B roJsjiose KaKOW-TO XOJI0AHbIN, TAXKeNbln KyCco4eK paccy>Xai.

«OCcTaHOBUCL, MOKa He no3aHo! Mapa nn oHa Tebe? OHa nsbanosaHa, KanpuiHa, CAUT
00 ABYX 4acoB, a Tbl AbAYKOBCKUWN CblH, 3eMCKUN BpaY...»

«Hy 410 X? — gymasn oH. — U nyCTb».

«K ToMy »Xe, eCcnn Tbl XKEHULLbCS Ha HEW, — NPOAOJIXKal KyCOYeK, — TO ee poaHs
3acTaBuT Tebs BpOCnTb 3EMCKYIO CIYyXKDOY 1 XUTb B ropoge».

«Hy 4TO XX? — oyman oH. — B ropopge, Tak B ropoge. JaayTt npuaaHoe, 3aBefem
06CTaHOBKY...»

HakoHeu Bowia EkaTepnHa MBaHOBHa B 6asibHOM NnaTbe, AEKOJIbTE, XOPOLUEHbKa4,
YyncteHbkas, n Ctapues 3aat0b0Bancs n Nnpuwlen B TaKO BOCTOPr, YTO HE MOr
BbIFOBOPUTbL HX OOHOIr0 CJZIOBA, @ TOJIbKO CMOTpPEJ1 Ha Hee U CMeascs.

OHa CTajla NpoLLaTbCs, U OH — OCTaBATbCA TYT eMy ObIN0 yXKe He3a4yeM — MOoAHSCS,
roBOpPS, YTO eMy nopa AOMOW: XAYT 6oNbHbIE.

— DenaTb He4yero, — ckasan MeaH MNeTpoBuY, — noesxanTe, KCTaTU Xe noaseseTe
KoTuka B Kny0.

Ha nBope HakpanbiBaa 00X Ab, ObIJI0 O4EHb TEMHO, U TOJIBKO MO XPUMJIOMY KaLUJIto
NaHTenenmoHa MOXXHO 6bIs10 YyragaTb, rae nowagun. MNogHANN y KONSICKN BEPX.

— 4 npy no KoBpy, Thbl naeuwb, NokKa Bpelwb, — rosopun MiBaH lNeTpoBuYy, ycakmsas
004b B KOJIACKY, — OH UAeT, noka BpeT... Tporan! MNpowante noxxanymncral

Moexann.

— A s BYyepa bbin Ha kKnagbuuie, — Havan CtapueB. — Kak 3TO HEBENIMKOAYLLHO Y
HEeMNI0CePAHO C BalLen CTOPOHHbI...

— Bbl 66111 Ha KNagbuwe?
— [Ha, 9 6bln Tam 1 XAaana Bac NoYTU A0 ABYX YacoB. 9 cTpaaan...
— W cTpapanTe, ecnm Bbl HE MOHMMaeETE LWYTOK.

EKaTepI/IHa MiBaHOBHa, 00BOJIbHAA, YTO TakK XNTPO noawyTwniaa Hang BNIOONEHHBIM U
4YTO ee TaK CUIbHO NtobAT, 3axoxoTasla n BOPYI BCKPUKHYJIa OT UCMNYyra, Tak Kak B 3TO
CaMoe BpeMA ollaan KpyTo rnosopadynBainn B BOPOTa Kny6a N KOJIACKa HaKpeHWn1acCb.



CtapueB 0bHsan EkaTepuHy IBaHOBHY 3a TaJiMio; OHa, NCMyraHHas, Npu>Xanaacb K
HEeMY, 1 OH He yaep>Kascsa n CTPacTHO nouenoBasn ee B rybol, B noabopoaok v
cunbHee obHsAN.

— J10BOJIbHO, — CKa3aJia OHa CyXo.

N 4pe3 MrHoBeHue ee y)xe He BbINo B KOJIICKe, M FOPOAOBOM OKOJIO OCBELLEHHOI0
noabesna kiayba Kpuyan oTBPaTUTESIbHLIM FOJI0COM Ha MNMaHTenenMoHa:

— Yero ctan, BopoHa? lNMpoe3xxan ganbuie!

CTapueB noexas 4OMOIN, HO CKOPO BepHyJcA. OgeTbin B Hy>Kon pak u benbin
XKECTKUN FasICTYK, KOTOPbIN KaK-TO BCE TONOPLLKICA N XOTeN Cros3TU C BOPOTHUYKA,
OH B NOJIHOYb cnaen B knybe B roctuHom n roeopun EkatepnHe iBaHOBHE C
yBl€4eHneM:

— O, KaK MaJio 3HaloT Te, KOTOopble HUKOorga He nobunn! MHe KaXxeTcs, HUKTO eLle
He onuncasn BepHo NobBK, N eaBa M MOXXHO ONMCaTb 3TO HEXXHOE, paaoCTHoe,
My4YnUTesibHOEe YyBCTBO, N KTO UCMbITas €ro X0Tb pa3, TOT He CTaHeT nepefaBaTb €ro
Ha cnoBax. K yemy npeancnoBus, onucaHna? K 4eMy HeHy>XHOe KpacHopeydune?
Jllo6boBb Mos 6e3rpaHuyHa... Mpowly, ymMonsaw Bac, — BbiIroBopwua HakoHel, CTapues, —
OyabTe Mmoen xeHown!

— OMunTpun MoHbIY, — CKa3asa EkaTepuHa MIBaHOBHa C 04eHb CEPbLE3HbIM
Bblpa)keHneMm, nogymas. — OMuTpuin MloHblY, 5 o4eHb BaM BnarofapHa 3a 4ecTb, A
BaC yBaXkalo, HO... — OHa BCTaJjla U NpoAosiKasa CTOSA, — HO, U3BUHUTE, BbITb Ballen
XXEHOWM A He Mory. byaem roeopuTb cepbe3Ho. AMntpum MoHbIY, Bbl 3HaeTe, bonbLue
BCEro B XXW3HW A Ntobto NCKyccTBO, 1 6e3ymMHo nobito, 0boxkalo My3biKy, en 5
MOCBATUIA BCIO CBOKO XU3Hb. A XO4y ObITb apTUCTKOMN, S XO4Yy CNaBbl, YCNexos.,
csBoboabl, a Bbl XOTUTE, 4TOObLI A NpoAO/IXKalla XUTb B 3TOM ropoge, Nnpogoskana 3Ty
nycTyto, 6ecnonesHyo X1U3Hb, KOTOpaa cTana ANnsa MeHsa HeBblHOCMMa. CaenaTbhCA
XXEHOM — 0 HeT, npocTuTe! Yenosek A0JIXKEH CTPEMUTBLCA K BbiCLLeNn, bnecTawen
Lesn, a ceMenHasa XXU3Hb cBa3asa bbl MeHa HaBekn. AMNTpunM MOoHbIY (OHa Yy Tb-4yTb
yNblOHYNacb, Tak Kak, NnpousHecs «AMUTpuin NoHbIY», BCMOMHWUA «ANeKcen
®eodpunakTbiy»), OMUTpUin NoHbIY, Bbl A0OpLIA, 61aropoHbIN, YMHbIM YeNOoBEK, Bbl
Ny4ule BCex... — Y Hee cJie3bl HAaBepPHYJINCb Ha rfa3ax, — s CO4YBCTBYIO BaM BCeEN
AYyLWOoNn, HO... HO Bbl MONMETE...

N, 4TobbI He 3ansiakaTb, OHa OTBEPHYJ1aCb U BbllJla U3 rOCTUHOW.

Y CtapueBa nepectaJsio 6ecnokonHo butbca cepaue. Boinaa ns knyba Ha yauuy, oH
npexzae BCcero copsan c ceba »eCTKUN rancTyk u B34OXHYJ1 BCen rpyabto. EMy Obiio
HEMHOXXKO CTbIAHO U caMmontobue ero 6bi110 ockopbsieHO, — OH He 0XKuaan oTkasa, —



N HEe BEPWJIOCb, YTO BCE €ro MeyThbl, TOMJIEHUS U HaOeXAbl MPUBEN €ro K TakoMy
rYyNeHbKOMY KOHLLY, TOYHO B MaJIEHbKON Nbece Ha NIbntenbCKoM cnekTaknie. U
»Xanb 6bl10 CBOEro YyBCTBa, 3TOM CBOEN N0OBU, TaK XaJlb, 4TO, Ka)KeTcs, B3 6bl 1
3apbigasn uam n3o BCeN CUMbl XBaTW Bbl 30HTUKOM MO LLUMPOKOW CNNHE
NMaHTenenmoHa.

OHA Tpn y Hero oeno BaJnaocCb U3 PyK, OH He e, He cnaJi, HO, Korga 4O Hero gowlen
cnyx, 4To EKaTtepuHa MIBaHOBHa yexasia B MOCKBY MoCcTynaTb B KOHCEPBATOPUIO, OH
YCMOKOWJICA U 3a>XWUN NO-NPexxHeMmy.

MoToM, MHOrga BCNOMUHANA, KakK OH 6pOJJ,VU'I rno Knan6|/|u.|,y nnn Kak es3gnis no BCcemy
ropoay n oTbICKMBaN (ppak, OH NIEeHNBO MOTArMBAJICA U FTOBOPWII:

— CKOJIbKO XJ10MOT, OAHAKO!

Mpowno 4yeTolipe roga. B ropone y CtapueBa bbina y)xe bonblias npaktuka. Kaxxgoe
YyTPO OH CNeLwHOo npuHnMan 6onbHbIX y cebsa B anmxke, NOTOM ye3)Kajl K FOPOACKUM
60NbHbBIM, Ye3)Kas y>XXe He Ha nape, a Ha Tponke ¢ bybeH4YnKamum, 1 BO3BpaLLasICS
AOMOM Mo34HO0 HoYblo. OH nonosiHen, pa3gobpen n HEOXOTHO XOAWJ NELKOM, TaK Kak
CTpajan ogbiwKon. N NMaHTenenMmoH ToXKe rnornosiHes, u 4eMm oH bonbLie poc B
WNPUHY, TEM NeYvasibHee B34bIXal 1 XKaJioBaJICA Ha CBOK NOPbKYIO y4acCTb: e34a
oposiena!

CTtapueB 6biBas B pa3HbiX AOMaxX U BCTpPeYasl MHOIO toAen, HO HN C KEM He CXOAnACs
6113Ko. ObbiBaTENN CBOMMMN pa3roBOpaMu, B3rasa4aMm Ha XXU3Hb U JaKe CBOUM
BMAOM pa3sgpakanum ero. OnbIiT Hay4nsa ero Mano-nomasy, 4To noka c obbiBaTenem
nrpaewb B KapTbl UM 3aKyCbliBaellb C HUM, TO 3TO MUPHbIN, BnarofyLlWwHbIN U gaxke
He rnynbi YenoBeK, HO CTOUT TOJIbKO 3aroBOPUTb C HUM O YeM-HUbyOb
HecbenobHoOM, Hanpumep, 0 MOJINTUKE WX HayKe, KaK OH CTAHOBUTCS B TYMUK UK
3aBOOUT TaKylo nNoCcoputo, Tyrnyto 1 3/y10, 4TO OCTaeTCs TOJIbKO PYKOW MaxXHYyTb ”
otonTn. Korpa Ctapues npoboBan 3aroBopuTb gaxke ¢ nmbepanbHbiM obbiBaTENEM,
HanpuMep, 0 TOM, 4TO YesloBe4YeCcTBO, cnasa bory, nget snepen n 4To CoO BpeMeHeM
OHO byneT 0b6xoanTbca 6e3 nacnopToB U Be3 cMepTHOM Ka3HW, To obbiBaTeNb rnaaen
Ha Hero NCKocCa N HeJOBEPYMBO U CNpaALUNBa: «3HAYNUT, TOrga BCAKNA MOXXET pe3aTb
Ha yJauue Koro yrogHo?» A korga CtapueB B obuiecTBe, 3a Y)XUHOM WX YaeM,
FOBOPWJ1I O TOM, YTO HY>XHO TPYAUTbLCS, 4TO 6€3 Tpyada XUTb HEJSb3H, TO BCAKNN
MPUHUMAN 3TO 3a YNPEK U HaYMHaN CEPANTBLCSA U HA30MAMBO CnopuTb. MNpn BCeM TOM
obbiBaTeNIN HE Aenlann HUYero, pelnTeNbHO HNYero, U He NHTepPeCcoBaINCb HUYEM, 1~
HUKaK Henb35 6bl10 MpuayMaTh, 0 4EM roBopuUTb € HUMKU. N CTapueB nsberan
Pa3roBOpOB, a TOJIbKO 3aKyCbiBasl U Urpasl B BUHT, N KOrga 3acTaBal B KAKOM-HUOy b
AOMe CEMENHbIN NMPa3aHUK 1 ero npuriawann oTKyLwaTb, TO OH Caau/ca 1 es MosYa,
rNaas B Tapesky; U BCE, 4YTO B 3TO BpeMS roBopuan, Bbi10 HEMHTEpPECHO,



HecnpaBeaaneo, rnyno, oH 4yBCTBOBaJ1 pa3gpa>xXeHune, BoJIHOBaJIC4d, HO MOJ14aJl, N 3a
TO, HTO OH BCernga CypoBO MON4an  rngaaes B Tapesiky, ero rnpo3esajn B ropone
«nonsak Ha,EI,yTbIVI», XOTS OH HUKOraa NoJsiIskoM He b6bin.

OT Takux pa3BJie4eHNN, Kak TeaTp N KOHLEPTbI, OH YKJIOHAJICSA, HO 3aTO B BUHT Urpasn
KaXXAbl BeYep, Yaca no Tpwu, C HacnhakaeHneMm. bbisio y Hero ewle o4HO pa3BiieyeHue,
B KOTOPOE OH BTHAHYJICH HE3AaMETHO, MaJlo-nomMasny, 3TO — Mo Be4YepaM BblHUMATb U3
KapMaHoB ByMa)kku, [oObITbie MPAaKTUKON, N, Cy4anocb, ByMarKek — XXenTbIX 1
3e/1eHbIX, OT KOTOPbIX MNaxso AyxXaMu, U YKCyCOM, N SladaHOM, N BOPBaHbiO, — ObIN0
NOHaNMxaHo BO BCe KapMaHbl pybsien Ha ceMbaecaT; U korga cobrupanocb HECKONbLKO
COT, OH 0TBO3WA B O6LLEeCTBO B3aMMHOI0 KpeauTa 1 Kiasa TaM Ha TeKYLLNI CYeT.

3a BCe 4YeTblpe roga nocsie otovesna EkatepunHbl MBaHOBHbLI OH 6b121 Y TYPKUHBIX
TOJIbKO ABa pas3a, No npuraaweHunio Bepbl MocngoBHbI, KOTOpas BCE elle fiedymnach
oT MurpeHun. Kaxxgoe neto EkatepuHa ViBaHOBHa npues><asia K pogntenam
MOrocTUTb, HO OH He BUAEJ ee HU pa3y; Kak-To He C/ly4asioChb.

Ho BOT npowio YyeTbipe roga. B ogHo Tuxoe, Tensnoe yTpo B 60bHULY MPUHECN
nucbmo. Bepa NocncosHa nucana OMutpuio MoHbIYY, 4YTO 04eHb COCKy4umnach no
HEeM, 1 NMpPoCKa ero HeNPeMEHHO NoXKaJloBaTb K HEN N 0bNer4ynTb ee CTpafaHus, u
KCTaTWn )Xe CerogHs OeHb ee poxxaeHus. BHu3y bbina npunucka: «K npocbbe Mambl
npncoenunHsaCb N 4. K.»

CTapueB nogymasn 1 Be4epom noexan K TYPKUHbLIM.

— A, 34paBCTBYNTE NoXanyncrta! — sBctpeTun ero MeaH MNMeTpoBud, ynbibaach
ooHUMW rnasamn. — boHXypTe.

Bepa MocudoBHa, y>XXe CbHO nocTapesLlas, ¢ bensiMm BosI0OCaMu, rnoxkana
CTapueBy pyKy, MaHepHO B340XHYyJla U CKa3ana:

— Bbl, IOKTOpP, HE XOTUTE yXa>KMBaTb 3a MHOW, HUKOr4a y Hac He bbiBaeTe, A yXXe
CcTapa ans Bac. Ho BoT npuexana mononas, 6biTb MOXeET, OHa byaeT cyacTmBee.

A KoTnk? OHa noxypnena, nobnegHena, ctana Kpacnuesee N CTPOMHEE; HO yXKe 3TO
Obina EkaTepuHa MiBaHOBHaA, a He KOTUK; y>XKe He BbI1I0 Npe)XHen CBEXEeCTU n
Bblpa)XeHNA OeTCKON HauBHOCTU. W Bo B3rnage, n B MaHepax 6biJ10 4TO-TO HOBOE —
HecMeJsioe N BUHOBATOE, TOYHO 34€eCb, B AoMe TypKUHbIX, OHa y>Xe He 4yBCTBOBaJ1a
cebs gpoma.

— CKO/IbKO NeT, CKOMIbKO 3uM! — cka3ana oHa, nogaBas CTapueBy pyKy, 1 6b110
BUAHO, YTO Yy Hee TPeBOXXHO Bnnock cepaue; n NPUCTasbHO, C NOOONLITCTBOM A4S
eMy B /IML0, OHa npoaosikana: — Kak Bbl monosHenu! Bel 3aropesnun, Bo3My>xaJsim, HO B



obuwem Bbl Maso N3MEHUTUCH.

N Tenepb OHa eMy HpaBWacb, 04EeHb HPABUACh, HO YEro-To y>Ke HeJoCTaBaJso B
HeWn, U YTO-TO BbINO NNLIHEE, — OH U CaM He Mor 6bl CKasaTb, YTO UMEHHO, HO 4TO-
TO y>Ke MeLlasio eMy YyBCTBOBaTb, Kak npexae. EMy He HpaBunack ee 6,1€4HOCTb,
HOBOE BblpaXkeHune, cnabas ynbibka, rosnoc, a HEMHOIO NMoOroAs y>xe He HPaBMIOCh
niaaTbe, KPECs0, B KOTOPOM OHa CUAesa, He HPaBUJIOCh YTO-TO B MPOLLUJIOM, KOr4a OH
ellBa He XXeHWJICA Ha Hell. OH BCMOMHU O CBOen NtlobBK, 0 MevTax 1 Haaexaax,
KOTOpble BOJIHOBA/IM €ro YeThlipe rofia Hasafd, — U eMy CTasio HEeT0BKO.

Mnnn Yyanm co cnagkmm nmporoMm. lNMotom Bepa MocngoBHa 4YmuTana BCJyX poMaH,
yMTana o0 TOM, 4ero HMKorga He boiBaeT B XXN3HU, a CTapues cayLwan, rnagen Ha ee
cealyto, KpaCcuBYIO FOJIOBY U »XAaJl, Korga oHa KOHYUT.

«be3pgapeH, — AyMan oH, — He TOT, KTO He YMeeT nucaTb NoBecTel, a TOT, KTO UX
NMULLIET N HE YMEET CKPbITb 3TOro».

— HepypcTtBeHHO, — cka3an MeaH lNeTpoBud. NoToM EKkaTepuHa IBaHOBHa UrpaJsa Ha
posifie WyMHO 1 AONro, N, Korga KoH4Ymnna, ee nonro 6narogapuam v BOCXULWAANCh elo.

«A XOpOLLIO, YTO S HA HEWN He XeHuNca», — nogyman CTapues.

OHa cMoTpenia Ha Hero 1, No-BMANMOMY, XaaJla, YHTO OH NPenlIoXNUT enl NoONTU B caf,
HO OH MoJ14an.

— [aBanTe )xe NoroBopmM, — CKasaJlla OHa, noaxonsa K HeMy. — Kak Bbl Xunpete? 4Y1o
y Bac? Kak? { Bce 3Ta gHW gyMasa O Bac, — NMpoaosixKaszia OHa HEPBHO, — A XOTesa
rnocsiaTb BaM NMUCbMO, XOTesla caMa noexaTb K BaM B LANnxK, 1 1 y)xe pewumnna
rnoexaTb, HO MOTOM pa3ayMasia, — 60r 3HaeT, Kak Bbl TENepb KO MHE OTHOCUTECH. A C
TakKnM BOJTHEHNEM OXXWAasla Bac ceroaHsa. Pagn bora, nongemTe B cafd. OHM nowan B
cal N cenn TaM Ha CKaMblo Mo CTapbiM KJIEHOM, KaK YeTblpe roga Hasapn. boino
TEeMHO.

— Kak »Xe Bbl nMoXmnesaeTte? — cnpocusa EkatepuHa IBaHOBHa.
— Hwnyero, xmBem NoHEMHOXKY, — oTBeTun CTapues.
N Hnyero He mor 6onblie NnpuagymaTh. Nlomonyann.

— 9 BONIHYOCb, — CKa3ana EkaTepuHa MIBaHOBHa U 3aKpblsla pyKamMn a1MLo, — HO Bbl
He obpawanTe BHUMaHUA. MHe Tak XOpoLLO A0OMa, f TakK pada BUOeTb BCEX U HE MOry
NPUBbLIKHYTb. CKOJIbKO BOCMOMUHaHWUIA! MHe Ka3anocCbk, YTO Mbl byemM roBopuTh C
Bamu 6e3 ymMosKy, [0 yTpa.



Tenepb oH BUagen 61n3ko ee nuuyo, bnecrawme rnasa, n 3gecb, B TEMHOTE, OHa
Ka3aslaCb MOJIOXKXe, YeM B KOMHaTe, U Aa)ke Kak 6yaTo BEPHYNOCh K HEN ee nNpexxHee
neTcKoe BblpakeHne. I B camoM pene, oHa C HanBHbIM N060MNbITCTBOM CMOTpEsa Ha
Hero, TOYHO XoTesla Nobnmxxe pasrnafgeTb U NOHATb YeNoBeKa, KOTOPbIN KOraa-To
nobun ee Tak NaMeHHO, C TaKOW HEXXHOCTbIO U TakK HECHACT/INBO; ee ras3a
bnarogapunun ero 3a 3Ty Nt0b60Bb. 1 OH BCNOMHWA BCE, 4TO 6bI10, BCE Manenwme
noapobHoCcTn, Kak oH 6bpoann no kKnaabuuly, Kak NOTOM Mo4 YyTPO, YTOMJIEHHbIN,
BO3Bpallancsa kK cebe gomon, n emy BAPYr CTasio FPYCTHO U XKaJib npownoro. B gywe
3aTenJInICA OrOHeK.

— A NOMHUTE, KaK 5 NPOBOXKaJl Bac Ha Beyvyep B KNy6? — ckasan oH. — Toraa wen
00X b, ObIIO TEMHO...

OroHek BCEé pa3ropascs B AyLUE, N YXKe XOTesI0Cb FOBOPUTb, XKaJIOBaTbCSA Ha XXU3Hb...

— Ix! — cKa3an OH Co B340XOM. — Bbl BOT cnpallmBaeTe, Kak f MoXKnBak. Kak Mbl
noxmnesaem TyT? a HUKaK. CTapumcsa, nonHeeMm, onyckaemcs. [leHb Aa HOYb — CYTKWU
NPoYb, XU3Hb NPOXOAUT TyCcKo, 6e3 BrnevyaTneHnn, 6e3 moicnen... lIHeM Ha)xuBa, a
BeyepoM kJiyb, o0LeCTBO KapTEXHUKOB, aJIkOr0JIMKOB, XPUMYHOB, KOTOPbIX f
TeprneTb He Mory. YTo xopowiero?

— Ho y Bac paboTa, 6naropogHas uenb B XXU3HWU. Bbl Tak ntobunm roeopuTb 0 CBOEN
bonbHUUe. 1 Torga 6bina Kakasa-To cTpaHHas, Boobparkana cebs Benmkon
NMMaHNCTKON. Tenepb BCe BapbIlLHN UFPatoT Ha posse, U A TOXKE Urpana, Kak Bce, u
HNYero BO MHe He BblN10 0CODEHHOro; s Takas e NMaHUCTKa, Kak MamMa
nucaTtenbHUUa. 1 KoOHe4YHo, A BaC He NoHMMaa Torga, Ho NoToMm, B MockBe, s 4acTo
AyMana o Bac. {1 TO/IbKO 0 BaC 1 gyMana. Kakoe 3To cH4acTbe ObiTb 3€MCKUM BpPayoM,
nomMoraTb CTpafaiblaM, CNYXUTb Hapoly. Kakoe cyacTbe! — noBTopuna EKaTepuHa
NBaHOBHa C yBne4deHneMm. — Korga 8 gymaJsia o Bac B MoOCKBe, Bbl NpeacTaBasanNCh
MHe TakKUM ngeasibHblM, BO3BbILLIEHHbIM...

CTale,eB BCMOMHW MpPO 6yMa)KKI/I, KOTOpbl€ OH MO Be4€epaM BblHUMaJT1 N3 KapMaHOB C
TakKuUM yOoBoOJibCTBUEM, N OrOHEK B AylLle rnorac.

OH BCTan, 4T0bbl NATK K goMy. OHa B35i1a €ro nog pyky.

— Bbl nyywinin n3 nogen, KOTopbiX A 3Hasla B CBOEN XXU3HW, — NPoaoJKasia OHa. —
Mbl 6yaem BnaeTbCs, rOBOPUTb, He nMpaBaa nn? Obewante MHe. 1 He NMAHNCTKa, Ha
CBOW CcYeT 5 yXe He 3abnyxaatocb 1 He 6yay npu Bac HU UrpaTb, HU FOBOPUTbL O
MYy3blKe.

Korpga BoLwiu B AOM U CTale,eB yBuagesn rnpm sed4epHeM ocseLleHU ee JINLOo n



rpycTHble, 6bnarogapHble, UCnbiTytlowmne rnasa, obpalieHHble Ha Hero, To
no4yBCcTBOBas 6€CNOKONCTBO U NoAyMa OMNATh:

«A XOpOLUO, 4YTO A TOraa He XXeHUNCa».
OH cTan npowaTbCA.

— Bbl He MeeTe HMKaKoro pUMCKOro rnpaBa yesaTb 6e3 y>xuHa, — rosopun MBaH
MNeTpoBUY, NPOBOXKAaA ero. — ITO C BalLUEN CTOPOHbI BECbMa NeprneHanKynspHo. A Hy-
Ka, n3obpasn! — ckasan oH, obpalwasacs B nepenHen K lMNase.

MaBa, y>Ke He MaJlb4lK, a MOJ1I040WN YeNnoBeK C yCaMin, CTaJl B No3y, nogHsAN BBepx
PYKY U CKa3aJ1 Tparn4eCkmmM rojioCcom:

— YMpun, HecyacTHas!

Bcé 310 pa3apaxano Ctapuea. CafiiCb B KOJIACKY U rNSA4A HA TEMHbIM AOM 1 caf,
KoTopble BblIM eMy TakK MWLl U [OPOrn KOraa-To, OH BCMOMHWUA BCE Cpasy — U
poMaHbl Bepbl NoCKOBHbI, U LWWYMHYIO Urpy KoTuka, n octpoymue iBaHa leTpoBu4a,
N Tparn4veckyto no3sy laBbl, U NogyMals, 4YTO €C/i CaMble TaslaHT/IBble JII0AN BO BCEM
ropofe Tak 6e3napHbl, TO KaKOB XXe AoJ/KeH BbITb ropoga.

Yepes Tpu aoH4A NaBa npuHec NnncbMo OoT EKaTepuHbl IBAaHOBHbI.

«Bbl He epgeTe K HaM. No4yeMy? — nuncana oHa. — A 6010Cb, 4TO Bbl U3MEHUNUCH K HaM;
a1 60K0Cb, 1 MHE CTPaLWHO OT OAHON MbICAIN 06 3TOM. YCNOKOUTE XXe MeH4,
rnpues>XanTe N CKaXxmTe, 4TO BCE XOPOLLO.

MHe Heobxoaumo norosBopuTb ¢ Bamun. Bawa E. T.»
OH npoYen 3TO NUCbMO, MoAyMan u ckasan lNase:

— Ckaxxu, nobe3Hbl, YTO CerogHs s He Mory exaTb, S O4eHb 3aHSAT. Mpueny, cKaxu,
Tak, OHS Yepes Tpwu.

Ho npowno Tpun gHA, Nnpowa Heaens, a oH BCE He exas. Kak-To, npoesxkass MUMO
AoMa TypKUHbIX, OH BCMTIOMHWI, 4TO Haao 6bl 3aexaTb XOTb Ha MUHYTKY, HO NogyMa
W... He 3aexa’.

N 6onblue y)K OH HUKOrAa He 6biBan y TYPKUHBIX.

Mpolwno ewe HecKosbko neT. CTapues eule bonblie NOMONHEN, OXXUPEN, TAXKeNo
ObILLUUT U y)XKe XO0OUT, OTKUHYB Ha3apg rosoBy. Korga oH, Nyxsbll, KpacHbIW, efeT Ha
Tponke ¢ bybeH4YnKamm n NMaHTeNenMoH, ToXKe NyXJbI N KPACHbIA, C MACUCTbIM
3aTbIJIKOM, CUOUT Ha KO3Nax, NPOTAHYB Bnepen rnpsmMble, TOYHO OepeBAHHbIE PYKU, U



KPNYNT BCTPEYHbIM «[pppaBa gep>xu!», To KapTnHa BbiBaeT BHYLWNTENbHAA, U
Ka)KeTCs, YTO efeT He YesloBeK, a A3bl4eckni bor. Y Hero B ropoae rpoMagHas
NnpakKTWUKa, HeKorga B3AOXHYTb, U y)Xe eCTb UMEeHMe 1 ABa AOMa B ropoae, 1 oH
obnobosbiBaeT cebe ele TpeTnn, NoBbirogHee, n Korga emy B Obuiectse B3aMMHOIo
KpeauTa roBopsaT Npo Kakon-HMbyab AOM, Ha3HAYEeHHbIW K TOpram, To oH be3
LepeMoHUn naeT B 3TOT AOM U, MPOXOAs Yepe3 BCe KOMHaTbl, He obpallas BHUMaHUS
Ha HEO4EeTbIX XEHLWH N AeTen, KoTopble rNaaAT Ha HEro C U3yMJIEHUEM U CTPaXOM,
Tbi4eT BO BCE ABEPU NASIKON U FOBOPUT:

— 3T0 KabuHeT? 3To cnanbHA? A TYT 4TO?
N npn 3TOM TA>XKeNo AbllWnT 1 BbITUpaeT co siba noT.

Y HEro MHOro xJ1ornoT, HO BCE e OH He BpocaeT 3eMCKOro MecTa; XaAHOoCTb
ofosienia, Xxo4eTca nocneTb U 34ecb U TaM. B [Isannxxe v B ropose ero 30ByT yXe
npocTo NoHblveM. — «Kyaa 370 VoHbIY egeT?» uan: «He npurnacutb M Ha
KOHCUANyM MoHbI4a?»

BeposiTHO OTTOro, 4TO FOPJ/10 3aMNJIbIJIO XXMPOM, FONI0C Y HEr0 N3MEHWSICA, CTa
TOHKNM 1 pe3KMM. XapaKTep y HEro TOXKe U3MEHWJICA: CTall TSHKEsbIM,
pa3gpaxutenbHbiM. MpuHUMasa 601bHbIX, OH 0ObIKHOBEHHO CEPANTCS, HETEPNEeNnBo
CTYYMT Najskon G Moa 1 KPUYUT CBOUM HEMPUATHBLIM F0JIOCOM:

— V3BONbTe oTBEeYaTb TOJILKO Ha BoMpockl! He pa3rosapuBaThb!
OH oanHOK. XXnBeTcs eMy CKYYHO, HNYTO ero He nHTepecyer.

3a BCé BpeMms, NMokKa OH XueeT B Asannxe, noboBb K KOTUKY Oblnla ero eAMHCTBEHHOMN
pafoCcTblo U, BEPOATHO, NocnenHen. o Beyepam OH urpaeT B KJiybe B BUHT 1 MOTOM
CMaNT 0AMH 3a BONbLUMM CTOJIOM U YXXUHAET. EMy npucnyxusaeT naken ViBaH, camblin
CTapbl 1 MOYTEHHbIN, NogatoT emy naguT Ne 17, n y>xe BCe — 1 cCTapwunHbl knyba, n
noBap, U JJakKen — 3HAlOT, YTO OH NObUT 1 Yero He NbuT, CTapatoTCA N30 BCEX CUI
yroounTb emy, a To, 4ero gobporo, paccepamTca BAPYr U CTaHeT CTy4aTb najskom 4
noJn.

Y>XuHas, oH nuspenka obopaymBaeTcsa U BMeLLIMBAETCA B KaKOM-HNOyAb pa3rosop:
— OT0 Bbl Npo 4TO0? A? Koro?

N korpa, cnyvyaeTcs, NO COCEACTBY 3a KaKUM-HMOyAb CTOJIOM 3aX0AUT peyb O
TYPKUHBIX, TO OH CMpalLUNBaeT:

— 2TO0 Bbl NPO KaKNX TYPKUHbLIX? DTO MPO TeX, 4TO 04YKa UrpaeT Ha opTenbaHax?



BOT 1 BC&, 4TO MOXXHO CKa3aTb NPO Hero.

A TypKnHbl? iBaH lNeTpoBuY He nocTapes, HUCKOJIbKO He N3MEHWJICA N MOo-NpeXxHeMy
BCE OCTPUT U paccKa3blBaeT aHeKaoTbl; Bepa MlocuoBHa YnTtaeT roctamM CBou
pOMaHbI MO-NMpPe>xXHeMy OXOTHO, C cepLeyYHOon NpocToTon. A KOTUK UrpaeT Ha posne
Ka)XAblW AeHb, Yaca no YyeTblpe. OHa 3aMeTHO nocTapesa, noxesapbiBaeT N KaXKaylo
OCeHb ye3)XaeT C MaTepbio B KpbIM. poBoXKaga nx Ha BoK3ane, ViBaH lNeTpoBuY, Korpa
TporaeTcsa rnoesfq, yTUpaeT csie3bl U KPUYUT:

— [NpowanTte noxxanymncrtal



